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About the EDI
A teacher-completed instrument called the Early Development

Instrument (EDI) was developed at the Offord Centre for Child Studies

at McMaster University to measure children’s ability to meet age-

appropriate developmental expectations at school entry. The EDI

focuses on the overall outcomes for children as a health‐relevant,

measurable concept that has long‐term consequences for individuals

and populations. The data derived from the collection of the EDI

facilitate and encourage community, provincial, national, and

international monitoring of the developmental health of our young

learners.

Data collection across Canada shows that in most jurisdictions 25% or

more of children entering Primary are vulnerable in at least one aspect

of their development. Further research linking EDI findings to later

educational data demonstrate that, on average, Primary vulnerability

predicts ongoing vulnerability in the school system. Numerous studies

have shown that early vulnerability predicts a child’s lifelong health,

learning, and behaviour.

The EDI is designed to be a tool to increase the mobilization of

communities and policy makers in order to have a positive impact on

children’s development in their local areas. Understanding the state of

children’s development at the population level, that is for all children, is

foundational to mobilizing stakeholders towards change.

This report is complimented by the Interpretation Guide, which

provides in depth information regarding the history of the EDI,

development of scores, and working with data. Please be sure to refer

to this Guide for assistance.

Thanks to all of our partners for their hard work and

commitment to the EDI. A very special thanks to all of

the teachers who have committed their time and energy

to filling out EDI questionnaires over the years. Without

you, none of this would have been possible.



Questionnaire Information

Descriptive characteristics of the Tri-County Regional Centre for Education 2022/2023
cohort (N=374)



EDI Outcomes



Vulnerable Children



DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn ooff EEDDI SSccoorreess



Subdomain Pro�les



Physical Health & Well-being

Social Competence



Emotional Maturity

Language & Cognitive Development
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Communication Skills & General Knowledge



Section D – Special Concerns

1100..77%% 1133..66%%



Section E - Additional Questions

CChhiildd rreecceeiivveedd sseerrvviicceess ffrroomm aann eeaarrlyy iinntteerrvveennttiioonn pprrooggrraamm iinnccluuddiinngg::

CChhiildd aatttteenndd tthhee PPrree--PPrriimmaarryy PPrrooggrraamm

YYeeYeYYeY ss

7788..11%%
292

NNoo

1155..00%%
56

MMiissssiinngg

77..00%%
26

CChhiildd aatttteennddeedd//wwaass ccaarreedd ffoorr bbyy oonnee oorr mmoorree ooff tthhee ffoolloowwiinngg::



Special Needs Report
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Descriptive characteristics of the Tri-County Regional Centre for Education 2022/2023
Special Needs cohort (N=16)



Vulnerable Children
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Section D – Special Concerns

1188..88%% 8811..22%%



Glossary

https://edi-offordcentre.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/2019/03/EDI-interpretation-toolkit.pdf



